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the remains of Oxford Castle, so that this site has been used for the
confinement of prisoners since the reign of Henry III. The present
structure, however, was erected mainly in the years 1848-56 and is
in some ways out of date, though perhaps no more so than are most
other prisons. It has accommodation for 135 prisoners. The staff
consists of the governor, the chief officer, 19 uniformed officers (or
warders), the works engineer, the steward, and two clerks, a part-
time medical officer, and four visiting chaplains.1 The medical officer
only deals with the men's physical, and not with their mental, state
of health, unless there are definite grounds for suspecting insanity.
Nevertheless, there are always abnormal cases, not amounting to
insanity, among the prison population (most of whom may, without
sentimentality, be termed social misfits whose general need is psycho-
logical treatment), and it would be advantageous if the psychological
inquiries already being made in some cases for the courts could be
systemati2ed and extended.

The following table (61) shows the distribution of the prison
population on a specimen day, according to length of sentence. It is
not possible to say how many of these men come from the Survey
Area:

TABLE 6i

'Prison population, Oxford
(specimen day)


			Prisoners
	
"Length of sentence
			Ntwiber
	% of total

Under i month
	
	
	2\
	

i month to 3 months
	
	
	20 1
	24-7

3 months to 6 months 6 months to 12 months
	
	
	.'}
	31-5

12 months to 18 months
	
	
	
	

1 8 months to 2 years
	
	
	
	28-1

Penal Servitude (i.e. over 3
	years
	)
	
	

Debtors ,
	
	
	
	15*7

Trials and Remands .
	
	
	
	

Total .....
			89
	lOO'O

Included in the above are four young prisoners and ten star class,
i.e. prisoners serving their first sentence. It may be observed that
nearly a quarter are serving a sentence of less than three months.2
There are signs that since the passing of the Money Payments
(Justices Procedure) Act, 1935, the number of debtors committed to
1 Anglican, Wesleyan, Jewish, and Roman Catholic.              a See p. 274 below.